
"Natural Resources Communications".

The outreach and public involvement in the
effort to protect the Kittatinny Ridge as a large

scale landscape.



Nature is essential to our quality of Life

We demonstrate that through:

Land Protection
Watershed protection & restoration
Urban Greening
Trails & Preserves
Environmental Education









www.berksnature.org

View our past SOTE publications at:
www.berksnature.org





Top 20% of the
conservation
value in Berks
County
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KITTATINNY RIDGE +
APPALACHIAN TRAIL
CONSERVATION
PROJECT

Funding assistance has been provided by the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources,
Bureau of Recreation and Conservation, Environmental Stewardship Fund.



THE KITTATINNY RIDGE CAN EASILY GET
TAKEN FOR GRANTED, BUT FOR THOSE WHO
LIVE NEAR IT, ITS PRESENCE SEEMS MORE
THAN JUST A BACKDROP. MOST PEOPLE
JUST REFER TO IT AS “THE MOUNTAIN.”

Unknown / Delaware Water Gap, PA



THIS LAND IS YOUR LAND.
SO WHAT ARE YOU
WAITING FOR?

 185 miles, including 160 miles of the Appalachian Trail
 330,480 acres

 80% forest + shrub habitat

 7 Important Mammal Areas

 Global Important Bird Area

The Lenni-Lenape named it Kittatinny—
“endless mountain.” Others simply call it
Blue Mountain. To all, the Kittatinny Ridge
is one of Pennsylvania’s most treasured
landscapes, stretching 185 miles from the
Delaware River to the Mason-Dixon Line.





THE RIDGE IS MORE
THAN JUST RECREATION
+ ADVENTURE.

Natural resources critical to our communities
Home to countless indigenous wildlife species

Primary migration corridor

Plentiful supply of clean drinking water

Significant revenue for local economies

Photo: Courtesy Hawk Mountain Sanctuary



TODAY, THE RIDGE +
APPALACHIAN TRAIL FACE
FORMIDABLE THREATS.

Residential development + commercial expansion
Energy production + transmission

Pollution + illegal dumpsites

Invasive plant species

Climate change



WHAT HAPPENS ON
THE RIDGE HAPPENS
TO ALL OF US.

 Conserve land
 Conserve native habitat + wildlife

 Share conservation research

 Provide clean + plentiful water

 Protect landscapes through municipal action

 Connect citizens

The Kittatinny Coalition is an alliance
of organizations, agencies, and academic
institutions working with municipalities and
private landowners to conserve the natural,
scenic, cultural, and aesthetic resources
of the Kittatinny Ridge and Corridor.



IT IS DIFFICULT TO HAVE A STRONG
ECONOMY WITHOUT A HEALTHY

ENVIRONMENT, PLENTY OF OPEN SPACE,
AND QUALITY HABITAT. THE KITTATINNY

RIDGE DOES AN EXCELLENT JOB
OF PROVIDING ALL THREE.

John Rogers / Keystone Conservation Trust



Photo: Photo credit goes here

01.
CONSERVE
LAND

 Completed Connectivity Analysis

 Land trusts: $400,000 for
landowner outreach

Photo: Courtesy Hawk Mountain Sanctuary



How you can help.
Permanently protect over 700 of the highest
priority parcels—nearly 100,000 acres—

the Kittatinny Ridge.

Educate landowners about land
conservation options.

Contribute to land preservation fund.

Kittatinny Prioritization: Northampton and Lehigh Counties
(Tier One parcels adjacent to Protected Parcels and > = 50 acres)



02.
CONSERVE
NATIVE
HABITAT +
WILDLIFE

 Global Important Bird Area

 Developing Kittatinny-wide
science strategy

 Sponsored “Ridgena”



How you can help.
Conserve the diverse habitats that support
species diversity.

Participate in the science community.

Share GIS layers.

Collaborate on research projects.

Connect the Coalition to other
landscape-scale projects.

Engage citizens in backyard conservation,
monitoring, and habitat management.

The Kittatinny Coalition sponsored “Ridgena” in support of Hawk Mountain
Sanctuary’s Broad-winged Hawk Project.



Photo: Photo credit goes here

03.
SHARE
CONSERVATION
RESEARCH

 Updated bibliography (500, 2014)

 Addendum (250, 2015)

Photo: Bill Moses



How you can help.
Promote the scientific study of the Ridge and
facilitate the exchange of information.

Attend and host periodic Science
Summits.

Maintain an annotated bibliography of
published papers, researchers, and
research topics.

Interns collect data for a pilot study, “2014 Monitoring of the Kittatinny
Ridge (Eastern Portion): Forest Birds and Habitat Quality.”



Photo: Photo credit goes here

04.
PROVIDE
CLEAN +
PLENTIFUL
WATER

 Completed 2 “Return on
Environment” reports: Berks +
Lehigh/Northampton counties
(each worth over $1 billion
annually)

 Reviewed Coldwater
Conservation Plans on the Ridge
for issues and recommendations



How you can help.
Permanently protect our natural water
resources for the benefit of residents,
recreationists, ecosystems, agriculture,
and economic prosperity.

Demonstrate the value to major users.

Determine the role of natural systems.

Communicate the economic value.

Partner to protect water resources.

Implement Coldwater Conservation Plans.



Photo: Photo credit goes here

05.
PROTECT
RIDGE + TRAIL
LANDSCAPES
THROUGH
MUNICIPAL
ACTION

 Completed 53 township
ordinance assessments

 Designated 4 A.T. communities

Photo: Courtesy Audubon PA



How you can help.
Educate municipal partners about the
significance of the Ridge and Appalachian
Trail, and why they need to be protected.

Promote municipal planning and zoning
tools that support conservation and
sustainable economic development.

Implement greenway and open space
plan recommendations.

Avoid and mitigate landscape-level threats
(e.g. communication towers, power
and gas lines, and other infrastructure
on the Ridge).

Photo: Karen Lutz, Appalachian Trail Conservancy

Hawk Mountain hike outing at Conservation Design Workshop.
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06.
CONNECT
CITIZENS

 Branding + logo

 Website

 5 videos

 Annual event: Bird the Ridge

 2013-14 State of the Kittatinny
Report

 Numerous teacher workshops
and in-class and citizen science
training for students

 Communications plan

Photo: Susquehanna ATC



How you can help.
Create a citizenry along the Ridge who is
knowledgeable about the strong connections
between environmental stewardship,
community character, quality of life, and
economic competition.

Share Kittatinny Coalition media.

Reach new audiences.

Organize and support Ridge events.

Promote engagement opportunities.

Identify and retain cultural resources. Photo: Courtesy Audubon PA

The scrub landscape and rock outcroppings along the Ridge in parts of
Carbon County provide an expansive view.



HIKING BY ITSELF IS INVIGORATING, BUT
STOPPING TO SEE WHAT WE ARE HEARING

AND WHAT WE ARE SURROUNDED BY TAKES
IT TO ANOTHER LEVEL COMPLETELY. TAKE
TIME TO GET OUT THERE AND WITNESS IT.

Lorrie Preston / Susquehanna Appalachian Trail Club and Appalachian Audubon Society



THIS WORK TAKES A VILLAGE.
JOIN OURS.
STATE + FEDERAL PARTICIPANTS
Audubon Pennsylvania
Appalachian Trail Conservancy
PA Department of Conservation and Natural Resources
National Park Service: Appalachian Trail Park Office
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service: Cherry Valley National
Wildlife Refuge

ACADEMIC PARTICIPANTS
East Stroudsburg University
Gettysburg College
Kutztown University
Moravian College
Shippensburg University

Photo: Courtesy Hawk Mountain Sanctuary

CONSERVATION PARTICIPANTS
Berks Nature
Central Pennsylvania Conservancy
Fort Indiantown Gap
Hawk Mountain Sanctuary
Lebanon Valley Conservancy
Lehigh Gap Nature Center
Manada Conservancy
Natural Lands Trust
Pocono Heritage Land Trust
The Nature Conservancy
Wildlands Conservancy



THE RIDGE IS OUR GIFT.
LET’S GIVE BACK.

HELP US PROTECT THE RIDGE.
VISIT KITTATINNYRIDGE.ORG
OR CONTACT:
Jeanne Ortiz
Audubon Pennsylvania
Program Manager, Landscape Conservation
jortiz@audubon.org

Kim Murphy

President
Berks Nature
Kim.murphy@berksnature.org


