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• PPFC origins
• Legislation
• Standards
• Fire Use
• Challenges
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Early 2000’s

• Working under old fire laws
• Provided no protection
• Interest in using fire for

silviculture, invasives,
competing vegetation



• EMAC Committee
• Workshop Held
• Survey in 2005
• Council Formed
• First Meeting in 

2008



Legislation

• Pennsylvania Prescribed 
Burning Practices Act

• Act 17 of 2009
• Provides protection for 

landowners and fire 
practitioners if they are 
following the standards
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Legislative Mandate

• Provides Protection

–Civil and Criminal 
–Negligence



Standards

• What is the minimum 
accepted?

• Positions
• Qualifications and 

Taskbooks
• NWCG



Elements of the Plan



Pennsylvania

• 2010 – 2,737 acres
• 2011 – 6,301 acres
• 2012 – 4,133 acres
• 2013 – 8,058 acres
• 2014 – 7,094 acres
• 2015 – 14,553 acres
• 2016 – 15,373 acres
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Burn Totals





West Virginia

• 30 burns – 650 acres



Maryland

Year Burns Acres

2012 65 846

2013 64 1,190

2014 40 1,088

2015 46 1,185

2016 41 1,120



New Jersey

Year Burns Acres

2012 13,500

2013 14,338

2014 15,326

2015 6,497

2016 635 17,820



Delaware

Year Acres

2012 40

2013 154

2014 205

2015 83

2016 110



New York

Year Burns Acres

2012 11 167

2013 19 453

2014 12 302

2015 11 268

2016 12 287



Ohio

Year Burns Acres Private

2013 160 6,139 53 921

2014 181 6,640 72 2,780

2015 215 8,164 53 1,196

2016 231 4,924 61 1,670
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Challenges



NoS-130, S-190
IS-700, ICS-100

FFT2

8YesS-131, S-133FFT1

8YesS-234, S-230, S-290
I-200

FIRB

10YesNoneRXB3

10Yes
S-390, RX-301,

RX-310, RX-341,       
S-200

RXB2

10YesS-490
RX-410

RXB1

Operational 
Periods

Task BookCoursesPosition

Pennsylvania Prescribed Fire 
Qualifications Standards
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Why is it so hard?



Private Lands

• Contractors
• Hunter Access Program
• Pheasants Forever
• NRCS
• TNC
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• 2010 – 2,737 acres
• 2011 – 6,301 acres
• 2012 – 4,133 acres
• 2013 – 8,058 acres
• 2014 – 7,094 acres
• 2015 – 14,553 acres
• 2016 – 15,373 acres

Private Lands
5 burns,  45 acres
5 burns,  93 acres
18 burns, 600 acres
19 burns, 697 acres
10 burns, 472 acres
13 burns, 221 acres
16 burns, 358 acres
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We have a lot of work to do!

• Contractor & Private Lands Working 
Group

• Inventory of Needs
• More contractors
• Always looking for help



paprescribedfire.org
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Thank You
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