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Purpose
- Provide a snapshot of urban wood utilization 
activities & potential opportunities

- Provide sources of information
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Wood Education and Resource Center
Princeton, WV
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Today’s Presentation
1. Historical Perspective

2. Current Drivers

3. Sources of Additional Information
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1. Historical Perspective

 Utilization of urban/street trees have been 
happening for years on a relatively small 
scale.

 Ed Lempicki, NJ Forestry Services

 Example:  Willard Brothers, NJ
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Recycling Municipal Trees:  A Guide for 
Marketing Sawlogs from Street Tree Removals

 Identify sawmills

 Learn sawlog 
requirements

 Remove metal & foreign 
materials

 Storing and 
transporting a salable 
quantity
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Recycling Municipal Trees:  A Guide for 
Marketing Sawlogs from Street Tree Removals

 Products
- sawlog specifications
- log manufacturing
- metal removal
- storage/transporting

 Marketing 
Merchantable Logs
- commercial sawmills
- custom sawmills,  
crafters, hobbyists
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Recycling Municipal Trees:  A Guide for 
Marketing Sawlogs from Street Tree Removals
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Recycling Municipal Trees:  A Guide for Marketing Sawlogs from 
Street Tree Removals in Municipalities
Web link: www.na.fs.fed.us/pubs/tps/recycle/recycling_trees.pdf

Utilizing Municipal Trees:  Ideas from Across the Country
Web link: www.na.fs.fed.us/pubs/detail.cfm?id=1059

Manufacturing and Marketing Eastern Hardwood Lumber Produced 
by Thin Kerf Band Mills
Web link: 
http://www.na.fs.fed.us/pubs/werc/thin%20kerf%20band%20mills/FNR-
435-manufacturing-marketing-thin-kerf.pdf

Wood Utilization Options for Urban Trees Infested by Invasive 
Species
Web link: 
http://www.fpl.fs.fed.us/documnts/pdf2012/fpl_2012_brashaw001.pdf
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2. Current Drivers

 Invasive Species

 Recycling-Reuse-Carbon Storage
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Emerald Ash Borer Invasion
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Industrial products

Pallet and packaging Tree and survey stakes
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2. Current Drivers

 Recycling-Reuse-Carbon Storage

- Encourage use of wood to “tie-up” carbon
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2. Current Drivers

 Recycling-Reuse-Carbon Storage

- Reduce amount of CO2 in atmosphere

emphasis “carbon neutral” energy sources
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3. Sources of Information
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WERC Web Site
http://www.na.fs.fed.us/werc/

Click here 
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Here ->
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Types of Urban Wood Projects Funded

 Utilization of EAB infested wood

 Sanitation procedures for firewood

 Energy uses for urban wood

 Value- added products for urban wood

 Decay assessment of standing trees

 Using Industrial Clusters to Build an Urban 
Wood Utilization Program: A Twin City Case 
Study
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Here Today
– Gone Today

 Mechanized Removal & 
Processing of Urban 
Trees
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Logistics

City of Oak Creek
Rebecca Lane

Sustainable Resources 
Institute, Inc.
Don Peterson

sri_dpeterson@sbcglobal.net

City of Oak Creek Entities
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26” ash  - 1st limb



USDA FOREST SERVICE State and Private Forestry

Cutting bole – note cutting head position
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Forest Hill Avenue – 17 trees removed in a ½-mile stretch
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Woods behind Deal Rite continued…
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Woods behind Deal Rite continued…
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Mechanized Removal & Processing of 
Urban Trees
 Not for all situations, but it can definitely work
 Dedicated harvester/forwarder for urban 

situations (tree service, joint ownership, etc.)
 Contract with loggers

• Skill level
 Clearly defined work
 Mix of street trees and mini-forest situations 

(break for operators)
 Product utilization can be challenging, but it 

can be cost effective
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 Webcast link: 
https://umconnect.umn.edu/p78694155/

 Final report: 
http://spfnic.fs.fed.us/werc/finalrpts/10-DG-
108_2.pdf

 Project video: 
http://dnrmedia.wi.gov/main/Viewer/?peid=50
4a7d15adae42a28a17f7f961440054

Mechanized Removal & Processing of 
Urban Trees
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Illinois Wood Utilization Team

 Share information
 Monthly IL Urban Wood Update
 Urban Wood Users Resource Guide
(http://www.urbanwoodexchange.org/pdf/urbanUserGuide.pdf)

• Rich Christianson
• Communications Director
• info@illinoisurbanwood.org
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North Carolina Urban Wood Group

 Share information
 Monthly newsletter
 Southeast Urban Wood Exchange

• Eric Muecke
• NC Forest Service
• 828-432-7920
• Eric.Muecke@ncagr.gov
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http://www.urbanwoodexchange.org/index.php
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Virginia Urban Wood Group

 Share information
 Web site: 

http://treesvirginia.org/outreach/virginia-
urban-wood-group

 Contact:
• Joe Lehnen
• VA Department of Forestry
• 434-220-9108
• joe.lehnen@dof.virginia.gov
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A300 Part 11 Urban Forest Products 

 Tree Care Industry Association on-going effort 
that started about 5 years ago

 Subcommittee believes project falls outside of 
scope of tree care management standards.

 Best Management Practice, written by the ISA is 
a better first step to develop Urban Forest 
Products guidelines. 
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Workshops - Webcasts

 Semi-Annual Urban Wood Utilization Webcast
- April 11, 2017; October 10, 2017
- https://usfs.adobeconnect.com/werc-500/
- For audio: 888-844-9904; access code: 7578516

 Past Webcasts are archived at:
- http://www.na.fs.fed.us/werc/eab.shtm/
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For more information contact:

Ed Cesa
E-mail:  ecesa@fs.fed.us or 304-285-1530

http://www.na.fs.fed.us/werc/
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